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The Roman-~Christian Period.

The philosophy of the later days of Rome shows a decided
tendency toward the'unqualified assunption of the importace and
_necessity to place one's all in God. In this period philosophy may
be said to have fa%i?n upon ev?l days. Philosophy as a critical
attempt to evaluat&on'akG'experience has all but disappeared. The
deoline“from gggAgféitude in which experience was investigated in a
fearleas and energetic way to the situation in which the whole of ex-
perience was earfzgﬁkiy the impenetrable cloak of a God. The decline
passed throuzh the stages of the practical and mildly religious attitudes.
In the Hellenisetioc period rhilosophy became subject to the outlook of a
Fractical 1ife. The attitude toward experience of this period was dom—
inated by the accepted dogma of the exclusive ethical values. This
attitude 8till had room for some inderendence of outlook, There was
8til1l the influence of the philosorher visible in the descriptionsad
determinations of experience, This independence was yielded gradually
to an alrost uncritically acceptel religious viewpoint., In the period
we are now discuseing rhilosorhy in the sense we speak of it above had
well-nigh disarpearsd. Philosophy does actually disappear and is lost
entirely from the culturél history of the Middle Ages in Europe.

We shall find in this period no avowedly philos#ohical position. The

. work in science and in rhilosophy indicates the decline of an entire
soclial structuie. An entirely new social experience is in process of
development. It is becominz of more and more importance to give oneself
a place in the world, There is not poesiblé now the attitude of evaluate
ing experience with calm and deliberate critiﬁiﬂm4 The times cry for

a fervent clinging to some solid rock. There can be no :elt—reliance
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on the part of the individual in giving values to experience. The
‘strength of the individual has been entirely sapped and dissolved.

The individual of this rericd etands helpless before the stirring
events of life, and for rreservation's sake must throw himself unreserv-
edly into the darms of God. Ve should not expect then © find a formila=
tion of a doctrine of categories until such a time as the attituie tow-
ard experience becomes self-ccnecious, and fully aware to the thinker,
And so it is. Not until we come to Kant will we find an original doc-
trine c¢f categories but with Kant the whole attitude toward catezories
is different. It might be said with genuine propriety thzt the per-
iod we zre ncv examining and the attitudes here -Zevelored are prepara=
tory stages for the viewpcint we will find in Kant. The inherent con-
tinuity of the periocds,hcwever, should not be toc Far stressed.

As an expressicn of the attitude of this period we have the
words of St. Augustine., For Auvugustine knowledge and rezlity is in God
and of God., God for Augustine is the sols source of truth and being juat
ag the Ne O—Platonists~:ig§ﬁ%tfﬂand with whom Augustine was acquainted.
We must bring out 2t once, however, that unlike the New-Platonists Auzus-
tine believed in a God who was an absolute perscnality. We find that
more and more the exrerience of absolute isolaticn and hslplessness of
the individual refledted in a viewpoint which stresses personality.

Man mst cast his lot unquestioning with God =8 the sole and safe support
but that God mrust not be an external werld soul Pat a personal being
suffusing warmth and tenderness to thos2 who nestle at his bosom. The
emanation pantheisam of Né%LPlatoniam is sorely insufficient for this
reriod. Such an attitude would not at all express the experience of .
thie time, '

CGnsiﬁering God as a personality Augustine made him the center

of 2ll experience. God is the all embraocing source of man and his
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surroundings. There 18 only %o be excluded from God non-being and evil.
God is the creator of all thihgs out of nothing. Augustine is careful
to point out that Ged created things out of nothing, not out of his
own eszence. This obviage the pantheistic and consequent loss of per=
sonality, conception which kal been the accepted attitule in pravious
times,

The extreme personalistic attitude of Augustine comcs out in
ths startinz point 7hich he adopts for philosophicalknowledge. Auzus-
; tins m2kes doubt his starting pcint., He intrenches himeslf eirongly

A in the position that to doubt is to at 1lsast be. To give up all
.

belief in thinzs is still to ratain a strong holi on the reallty of

the conacious being. The viewpolnti exprezssed in thls dooctrine indix tes
the grzat store that is rkeced in the jniividual. Th2 philosophy of
Augustine revolves 3rou§n1hia conceztion of the importance of the in-
3dividual. To maks safe the existence of the conscious being is to

guarantée the reality of zhe remembering, knowing and willing individual.

Phe act of doubting is intimately ti2d up with these aspacts of the in-
dividual. Then onz doubis ones must rafer to the truths anl ideas con=-
served in the memory. For Augustine the mantal procacses were consti-
tutive of the totalliy of the perosonallty. This indicates azain the
avowed belief in an extrzme individuality.

Anothar conception in Augustine which argue- for an iniivid-
uslistic attitude is that of the primacy of the will, The will is the
guiding force of all actions. It is the directing powar of the intellect;
judzing and reasoning as well as the simplest eense perceptions are con-
trolled by it. This standpoint of the will indicates another fundamen=-
tal attitude of Augustine, The power of will and all its ccnsequen-
ces are derived ffom the relationship of man to God, It 1s from qu

that man derives his powers and capacities. Augustine is an indiv-
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idualist but an individualist who requires much support from some
po7er ¥ho indeed grants and maintains this individualism. The indiv-
1dgalism of this pericd must needs £ind some foundation outside it-
self. Thers was too litile soldity in the general and specific ex-
periences to glve & self-gusficient individuality. The same conditions
%aich maie a man stake .all upen himself made it imperative for the man
to have scme external sup:ort for himsz21f, Man is free and capable of
doing that whickh he wills but'ultimately tria freedom and capacity is
1imited by the restricticne of God uper the individual. The iniivid-
uvality turns out to be a turning within cneself, =n attempt tc find
oneself in one's own inner epirit, since the otjective sccial conditions
20 not yield a habitation and & resting place for the weary mnd tormen-
ted individual, The individuality of Augustine is incorplete s ince
theres is for evéry one an absolute necd of redempilon. Thie =zbsolute
need of redempgtion indicates that man of his own nature cannot possibly
act in such a way as to be deserving of zrace. The freedom of the
%311, it turns out, ¥as rossessed only b the origin=l man, With the

fail from grace of Adam all humans are torn with sin, nor can they save
themselves with good works. To aittain rederption =nd the geod, man

muist have recourse directly to God. The absolute depenience of man upon
God is then apperent add the frecicm whiéh was suggzested as the lot of
man has lost its potency. The entire doosrine of man in Augusiine places
aim in a struggle which is ccnstant and even unavaliling to attialn the
plessedness of the epiritual lifs. The ne2d for salvation which is the

| : Av L pnamiean
burden qf man's eternal wzilingz indicates the pre?sn"~".'::ss of his
gencral positlion ani condition.
The determinations of expsrience for Augustine have thelir aource

and end in the uncritical religious attitude., The experience of the time
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was such that it brought out expressions of attitudes toward experience
which indicate the unreserved acceptiance of an attitude imposed by a
feeling oi weakness and dependence. The period of which Augustine may
be taken as a represantative was one that had its full quota of terrors
and defeata for 'the individual., It was a time when even the formal
artificial social structure was being torn is”under. ‘The 4inroads of the
Barbarians augured for the speedy dissoluticn of the Roman order. So
inevitable was its desiruction as to make the attacks by the Barbarians
a matiter of common occurence. TWe have in this period a peculiar aituation.
On the one hadd the contemplation of Rome,destroyed, struck texor and
awe into the souls of both Roman and barbarian. It 1a sald that Alarioc
%hile bent upon the sack of Rome trembled at his own success.l Then
the end of the Fternal City was approaching in actuality, the calamity
was considered inevitable. Augustine and his christian corpeers bve-
1ieved 14 due to the inherent vices of Pagan life and éctions. The Romans
were convineed that it was the dannable desd of the Christiams. This
atterpt to place the blame for the calamity with all the corditioms that
it involved indicates the severe poignancy with which Rome's deetruction
was felt. This was no sentimental regard for Rome which was expressed.
It was the experience of a genuine loss which was echoed in the despair
of Romans and Barbairians, of Pagans and Christians, The fall of ﬁome
is a symptom of the social decay which was characteristic of those ttmes,
it was an indication of the bonds and burdens which the man of the per-
iod was suffered to endure. The condtions of man in the pericd was an
entirely unenvable one. The severe demands of such an organization as

the Roman one was, brought & hard economic lot to the mass of the people.

1pi11, Roman Society, B. 61, 1899.
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The people of the Empire were literally besieged by an army of tax
gatherers, Every pose "ible pretense was invoked by m2ans of which to
gather more and more money. There were direct taxes gathered from the
country people and from cormerce and industry in the towns, 1 The
burden of taxation was an extremely stagzgering omne. The luxury and com
fort of the ruling class brought hardship and privation tc the middle
class. The sccial condition which may at .best be calied very bad, ex-
tended to the moral and religious phases of the time's expsriences.
The mor2l conditions which became the province of the Church called for
mpany very badly needed remedies., Conditions in the Church were arral-
ing and caused condemnatory expressions that werz deer and fai reaching.
The thinksrs of the period were not hesitant in declaring the meed for
great improvement in the moral order. .

The relaization of the misery and the decay which was taking
its vlace in the social order is eloquently expressed irn the attempts
to flee the present temporal order and to find refuze in the city of
God. Thé great erphasie that was rlaced by this period upon the gloi-
ies to be attained in the spiritual home %0 which every one looked for-
ward was the result of a genuine need for a general amelieration of the
social conditions, As an example of this striving for salvation the
De Civitas Dei of Augustine points out an extreme condition of social
wrong and suffering. The De Civitas, though written as a defence of the
Chrietians from the indictment as destroyers of Rome 1s'of course an
attexrt to picture what a spiritual commonwealth ahoﬁld be like. The
De Civitas brings out #ith all force the leanings toward another world.
The present world is unsatisfactory and unsound._ In it is vice, misery,
and despair. To the city of God the heart and soul of a pieus Christian

should be turned, It ie there and only there that one may scek salva-
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lpuruy, History of Middle Ages, H.Y. 1891. Book I, Chap. I.
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tion with some assurance ¢f suocess, To the men of this period there
‘ was one place to look for the better thinge that one is absolutely
denied in this world. That place was ths heavenly city. It is of
extreme importance to nots the special characteristic of this city.
For ideal commonwedths hi&e bean devised vefore, and each has been
designed to remedy a particular iefect. To see just what sort of ciyy
this was to be is tc acpreciate what particular defects the socﬁfy in

question seem2d to suffer from. The idezl city is always an exgression

of the longing of =2 rarticular aocéﬁy.

The consideration of the conditions existing in this period
gives us a very substantial basis for thz examination of the atiitudes
that the peoplé of the period took torard their exparisznce., One would
nto expect a strong individualism to be developed, This period is es-
petially ripe for the dev:lopment of a mystical and subj;ctive attitude.
Th2 subjectifiam would be nore myatical than solipaistic for the in-
dividuals at this time lack that confidence in themszlves which is nec-
essary for tnedevelopment of that attituie. The tendency in this con-
dition would be rather to place one's faith in a power beyond oneself.
We find in the Roman-Christian period the devslopment of the concept of
an individual Cod with whom ore can get into a close personal. relation.
Much of the thought of the periods is devoted to the formulation of the
best statements of how it is rossible for man tc get intoc a satisfactory
relationship with God. One of the most serious problems of the early
Christian period was to show the relationship ¢f the present world %o
God. This is all a guite definite attempt to evaluate the experiances
in the best terms thzh available. God vas the centre of 21l hope-and

of all relief. What misery this world could inflict was ocontrolled and
directed by God. This was the consolation of philosophy that whatever.
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suffering this world afferds 1s intended by God for our ultimate good..1
We find in Boethius a very decided {ndiocation of the transformatione '
that- are made in the rhilosophies whiocnh come to this period from form-
er timss, The étoic and Neo-Plztonic viewpolints are remodoled and re-
visei to givé adequatz expression to the experiences which are peculiar
to the p esent period. Whataver elexents of Greek theory are brought
into this reriod ars re#iaed and remodeled to suit the changed conditions.
The entir:z re=lm extarnal to man which was interpreted as objective
nature now is made to consist of the sraatiom of God. The experience of
the time calls out nev interpretations of this‘experience, it is impos-
sible to conceive of 4ifferent experiences influencing thinkers to

adopt the same attitudes toward these exgeriences.

\

lgs. Boethius ~ De Consolatione Philosop M
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Early Scholastic Periodd.

The ninth cenvury in Europe 18 a period of change and novelty.
There are develcred events of a marvellous nature cn a magonificent
pcale. Theie 15'1n suort «n atvewpt Lo rehabilitate the civiilzation
andt ns cuiture of ancient kome, The polizical history ol Zurcpe in
the pintn century records tae atteart to unite Europe ia = single.
empire uncer the leadership of Charlemagne. Thi: wmovemsnt mizht
be taken tc ve the last phase in 1he old order of things and the tran=
giticn pogvt Letreen tne old and the new worlds. Tne Carolingian
expire and iis attespted recovery oI tas old civilization azd a very
priel existence. Tie newer motives in the developumsnt cf Turcre's
histcry which it represents perzisted intc the period sh:ici margs the
berinhing o the nodern world., Taoe deterloration of the Carclinglan
Dupire zave origin to the gaticrnzl crgaznizatiome of wmoudern times.

The Curclingien Empire had only a brief career 2nd dieappeared
{n 2 century. It w#:=s fallcwed by 3B 3lmcst =g nopeless a ccnfuaion
az rreceded it. The end cf the empire »a8 the beginn ng vl the feudal
pericd wiich persisted 1n Furope for centunes until the kingdons were
fairly established, There were other events of a magniﬁioent charac=
ter in the pericd which we cell the Early Scholastio. Ye Lave the ’
sgruggle between the Church znd the revived empire in the eleventh
century. NC more etirring times can be imagined then tnoee\Egrope
experienced in thise period., 1In the'ﬂleventh century the crusadea
begen, theze events which =are symptomu ic of a restleasness and a
trapsforration cf the world such as 18 scarcely to be foundi a;yin in
history. There seemed G be in Burcpq in this time a seetling fermen~

taticn which was tc result in scme ncuﬁproduot. Thia time oi con=
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fusion and of change was a preparaticn for a civilization based upon
a more otable evaluation of an individual human being than wae ever
the-case in the previous history off the world. The speculations of
thie period had ae thelr primary motive the attempt to arrive at a
definite attitudé with respect to the evaluaticne that should be given
the individval., As againet the previous periode we have discuseed
ghere is &n advance in that the determination of the value of an in-
dividual beccmes a problem and 1s not accepted as an uncritical 4
acquiescence in a hopeless 1mpoa1tion. |

The ezrly Scholastioc pﬂriod 13 replete with a ohanging,etriving
human experience, This period.inclu;aa the ninth to twelfth centur-
jes inclusive. The second half of this pericd appears as the reocord
of an awaxening of man tc his powers and surroundings. In many ways
%e might consider thit this growing importance of the individwal man
was due to the purity of action from the ng;¥2;£: of traditions and
theory. The consitution ‘of sooiety in this period of the natural
trives with their vigor and freedom was a marked contrast to the
scoiety of decadent Rome when the center of society was a superim
posed governmental structure. ¥ith the Germane there came an orgén-
i1zation of society on a baeis of pareona; relationship of man tOfmaﬁ.
The individuals were related by perscnal ties, and the centralization
of power was brought about by a minute organizaticn of the hierarchy of
persons. The feudal system ie a symptom of the emphasis of 1ndividua1-
ity in the ages suoceeding the dismembermen* of the Roman Empire, ’
Thie spirit of personal independence was the probable cause of the
fleeting existence of Charlemagne's rehabilitation of the empire. It
was this same spirit that kept alive the empire as an ideal sormetime to
be attained, One might ask whether it was not thle growth and dev-
elopment of the ideal empire which made it possidble for the spiritual

";'
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Xingdom to be fostered by the popes until it competed for and achieved
a decigive temperal power. The iceal empire gained and grgw'in pumer
when the changing feudal oonditions strongly ccmpaasgé the individual
power and hope. When the feudal conditions mades the economiczand
soclal relations unbearable for those in the lower ranks of the
hierarchy, the pecple turned théir eyes toward the epiritual realn,

In time it wae the Church which represented that ppiritual kingdem
which beccme the guardian and contrcl of the men of the middle ages.
And in time 1t was the Chruch that stood with its great development
and 113&1 solidificaticn am the corplete power and authority dominating
all men, thelr works. and their condition.

In the eleventh century the importance of individual existence
was naintained by the confﬁsed social condition. In this century we
find the popes and particulgrly Gregory VII enéaged in mortal combat
#ith the Empercrs of Germany for suprezacy of temporal power. The
contest resul%ed in a draw illustrating the power 1t was poesible tq
wield on the pretense of representiﬁg the spiritual ﬁorld, The at-
tithde of the poeple of tais tire was such that human éxperienqe was
not a safe criterion for reality., The humiliation of an empérbr  and
the atrenggh of the papal power -could not be a genuine situation where
the beliel in and fear of the beyond is not an overwhelming bharaéter-
istic of men's attitudes, The period under discweseion was one‘in which
fear of future results was not a powerle influence in men's livea.

i' The deveIOping and growing personality in Europe is manifest
in the Crusades. Thie is a phenomenon 1ln which the surging components
of 1ndividuality peek expresaion. The wonderful tranlformatioﬁ“of
experiences which was brought about by fhe crusades 1s a matter of
hiatoric record., The crusades were followed by a civilization'ih'thg

twelfth aentury whioh was & marvellous change and great in 1ta own ‘
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right. There were breaths of new 1life infused intoc industry, commerce,
and ir fact every humar activity. The sogring,@{ﬂiﬂihkd{-pkit of
the wonderful cathedrals made their appearance in the twelfth century.
The o=thedrale represent a high style of development of Eurpean oule
ture and civilization. The universities too began to mean something
in the 1ife of the men of the pre-modern pericd, The universities
indicate the blossoming period of & rapidly growing oconsciousness,

The universities mark = pericd of standardizatiicn in society. The
universities are symptcms g; the growing ccntrol and system that 48
coming to be a feature ofl%é%ial a$ructu:e.

The experiences of the periocd skow some gradﬁal transformations
which take place.’ The inrnate need for some connection with the world
shows itself admirably in the experience of the period and the atti-
tudes taken toward this experience, We have seen that after the
destruction of the Empire a serious confusion prevailed in European
gcciety. The soule of the péople then oried out fcr some attachment,
This brought out the strength of the epiritual kingdom which grew
and grew in‘pgber and influence.- The creed of Christ which was taken
as the gulding etar gave a gre2t inpetus to the Church., The doctrine
that each one was entitled to a place in the kingdomdf grace appealed
to the people and grew out of the extreme neéd‘for euonx; kingdom,

It was abeolutely necessary tc have some such concept devezloped t§
give sclace to the striving soule of the periocd. The development of
the Church wae inevitable then since it represented this kingdoﬁlon
earth. By the thlrteénth century the organization of the Church was
complete and it had alrgady reaped the full advantages of its being.
&he strength and confidence which came as a result of the organization

¢f the Church and the concomitant begizning of national existence

’
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made fof a8 oOlearer appreciation of man and led to a growing interest
in ris experieance. This was a prepardtiocn for the rsvolt fhat nas
made 2zainst the atern authority cf the Church, and finally toe
develorment ¢f sciance and a zeneral full expemession of man's newly
acquired individuaiity.

The expressicns c¢f attitudes foward experience. in t.:.is period
is directly indiwative ¢f the experience of ths perisd. The develop-

v :
ing attitule cf individuality b2gina to show itself 4in Zringina. The

-Scct takes over t¢ a great extent the philossphy of Ausustine but there

aprears alrezdy a new emphsis, The problem of emanution wiich Augustine
tcok over fror Nec-PlétgniggxbeQCLes a problem c¢f the zgreister imper-
tance of the universzl. The‘apsolute Pincing of 21i reality and
knowledre in God is zlving way here to = 3caewhat other dectrine. The
pooblen of rezliem comes out azain, In escence the ;zroblem my be
taken to be th2t of investizatinz vhether or not znowladze has some
oBjective existence cxr nct, The emanatiosn doctrine takes thz Form with
Eriggina that the particulars emanate from the universal, The univer-
sal 1s prior and i1s precductive cf the partiocular, A middle stage is
that of the aspecias, |

 In this doctrine cf emanation e 5u9t observe that whiis the
orizinal absolutely universal is stressed the real purpose is to make
sore place fof the particular. Tais is broux-ht out in the fact that
there 1s a resressus in which the perticular can find 1ts way back again
to the most universal, Again the ermrhasis on universals as having
Being‘indioates an eazer lorging cf the men of this period to have
somethinz stable and re~1l in the worid uper which one can rely.

¥ith Saint Aneelm the desire to have some external dependable

objedt comee to the dootrine that the mere fact that cne can think

the highest reality guarantces its existence, The celebrated ontological
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argument indicatee a much cleser relatvonship between the individual

Q4

individual is becoming more and more important in experience. VWe.are

and reality than we have had in philosophy since the Grdeks. The

a difference between this period and the Roman-Christiasn period. In
the Christian period the effort was entirely to state the world in
Theistic terms., The effort waé to attain some immediate guarantee
for the human experiences. That rerresentei an attempt to place man
in some immediate fixed relation. The time of Anselm‘aims to show
Cons s Ml

the relation of God to man. Our Davies -Home feflects the attitude
now. What particular relation does God bear to man?

The problem of universals takes a more definite shape with
the schoolmen in the next century. The twelfth century shows a
development of schools and of doctrines which 1ndg%%e the better
organization of aoc%?}.in that period. The center for the discussions
are the schools in France and prarticdularly the University of Paris.
The discussion of universals in the twelfth century indicates a
strong degree of rersonality developing. The argumetns are sympiom-
atic of a strong sense of security omn the part of individuals. There
ig greater freedom of interpretation and definition. There is much
store to be set upon the fact that the century 1nd1c§tes a great
interest in the,préblema 6f an 1n§ellectua1 kxind. Dialectic 1is fost-
ered in the schools. Experience has taken on an entirely different
significance. The interest in intellectual problems gives us someé
notion of the chanzed conditions. The twelfth century is one of
relative security. The crusades reeulte; in an increase in commerce
and industry. Towns were establishéd énd the civilization seemed {0

be fairly permanently established. In the twelfth century the sum-
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mos were becoming established as authoritative source books. The

problem of universals seemed in rlace then to attempt to specify the
precise importance of the individual.

The problem of universals is really the problem of individuals.
The importance of the particular was the topic of chief interest in
this period. The problem of universals took its rarticular form be-
cause of the impetus given such study by the presence of the Aristotel-
ian De Categorie and De Interpretatione in tke translations of Boethius.
An excellent illustration of the tyre of philosophizing concerning
universals is the handling of the problem by william of Champeaux,
gﬁhcellinus and Abelard. William taught that the universal is in
each individual thing,that the individuals were accidents of the
universal which is substance. This extreme position which Abelard
attacked with the criticism that the substance would have mitually
contradicting accidents was given up and a milder realism adepted.
william modified his view so that the universal, identical essence
48 found in each particular in a particular substantial form.

William was oprosed by Roscellinus who taught that unifersala
could not at all be substances. The only real things are particulars
Universals are according to Rescellinus merely sounds which serve as
symbols of substance or accidents. They are not realities in them-
selves, no matter how real the things which they represent. | |

In Abelard is found the mediztor and the oritic of both
viewpoints. Abelard taught that both his previousa tbachera were
wrong. Universals could not be thinge nor are they m@re words,. * The
universals he taught were predicatea given to things by thought. The
universals are the indispensable forms of all knowledge because thay
contdin in themselves the 1ikenesses of things. No universals exist

" 4n nature as a multipiicity with like qualitites, The likeness Dbe-
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tween things 1s owing to the fact that they are orzated after an arche-
type in the mind of God. Abelard desoribed a threefold existence of
the universals. As coneeptus mentis they exist ante rem ir the mind of
God. As likenesses of the easegtial characteristics of things they
"exist in rem. 'In the human mind they exist as concepts and predicates
which arc gcquired by comparative thought.

The formal doctrines developed and the arguments to sugport
them are reflectionsof genuine attitudes which the men of the twelfth
century ieveloped towar axperiance., The doctrines thus devzlored in a
formal way had their application in those theclogical discussion§
which formed the most congenial atmosphere of the Scholastic intellect.
The Early Scholastic period is cne in which the growing worth of the
individual was-beginning fo be realized, The entire experience of man
was takéng on a nev significance. Thsa emphasis previously placed upon
the inner consciousness was merely an attempt to indicate the attach-
ment to God. Now the value of the individual for himself 1s receiving
determination; The individual looms up as an aprreaciable factarin
human experience, The most importanti aspect of this is that it
presages an attitude which will place a nigh degree of confidencd in
theexperiences of the individual guch a8 it assumed in the modern
period. In the Early Scholastic period this attitude is still in
germ, and ;omplete development is yet to be attained. In this period
the worth of the individual was still a function of his relation to
God, but this relation was assuming precision and systematic statement.
With Abelard the particular 1g as important as the universal or at
least the universal is no more clearly defined than the particular.

The universal is not God from whom the particulars derive their exist- -

ence, the universal 18 in its highest phase an idea or pattern in the

mind of God.
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The full significance of Abelard and his position is that he represents

a critical attitude which is directed toward the teachinge of the

Church Fathers. Abelard points towards the ideal of a free investigation
of what was then taken to be experience. Abelard is combating the

credé ut inteliigi- of Augustine and Anselem. Abelard 1is inslsting

upon a right to decide ' upon the basis of evidence and not to decide

as authority dictates upon a preconceived basls,

The end of the twelfth century is characterized by a growing
attitude of humanism and of agrowing sense of tolerance. There is
developinz an interest in past literatures and thoughts which 1nd;f
cates an 1ncreasihg senge of appreciation of human experience. Ve
£ind such names in this century aaVJohn of Salisbury and Alan of
Lille, both of these philosophers deprected the submission to the
formalism of logic. They both advocated a study of the intimately
human subjects. John waz a staunch defender of The Trivium from the
attacks made upon it. He was in general an alert guard of oculture

and was interested in attacking all those who attacked i%t.




